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	Dear Rotarian,  
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Need an uplift in your spirits?  Get more involved in your Rotary club!

A growing body of evidence supports the premise that we all hunger for uplift.  Whether you get it through listening to your favorite musician, by indulging in a favorite food, spending time with family or friends or reading inspirational literature, each of us craves a little nudge toward happiness, a little magic to overcome the pressures of everyday life, a moment of transcendence.

Often our instincts toward compassion, caring and connection hit a stone wall.  A bit of pessimism creeps into our busy lives throwing us off kilter. Our enthusiasm for life plummets; we seemingly become a shell of humanity with a pervading hopelessness which can rub off or at least impact our families, friends and business associates.

A method of prevention (being worth a pound of cure in some circles) is relatively easy to attain.  It begins with getting outside yourself and focusing on something greater than your day to day life.  Many people turn to volunteering to lift their spirits, especially during an economic crisis.  People often feel better after they have taken a few hours to do something positive for their communities, sometimes with a group of like-minded folks.  Volunteer organizations can offer a sense of community, of fellowship, of relationships created by love, work, and something larger than yourself.  In my personal opinion, Rotary International is such as organization.

Spiritual uplift can happen in many ways through Rotary.  Rotary offers real connection - conversation, community, action.  Being a viable member of your Rotary club, involved and dedicated, can help shift your outlook from that of pessimism to one of optimism.  The way to leading a life that is more uplifting comes from that feeling of engagement with the world and with other people.

When you sit at your Rotary club meetings and listen to some of the projects, plans and programs put before you, don't let the opportunity to become a different type of person pass you by.  Capture the moment...seize it and shape it.  Don't miss your chance to make a difference, to change someone else's life for the better and at the same time, realize your true value, your worth, your full potential.  .

One of the most viable vehicles for uplift is volunteerism.  Volunteering by performing acts of kindness is highly correlated to increased personal happiness, improving both our self-esteem and our sense of community. 

So, if you want to feel really good, I strongly urge you to lead the way in your respective Rotary clubs by stepping up and doing more to help make dreams real for others in the community and in the world.  Only then can we truly be "alive" in the most precious sense.  

 

Yours in Rotary,

DG Rakesh Sachdeva
 
 



	
	
	

	

	See you in BIRMINGHAM!
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The Rotary International Convention is just around the corner.  The Host Committee has mailed every club in the data base a special promotional HOC DVD, filmed on-site in Birmingham.  If your club did not receive a copy, please contact impromo@rotary.org and include a full address so that a copy can be mailed.

 

New, for the fist time ever, a Special Summit for Club Presidents, which includes all 2008-09 and 2009-10 club presidents registered for the convention, will be held Monday June 22 from 14:00-15:00 hours, during the 100th RI Convention at the National Exhibition Centre in

Birmingham, England. An invitation was sent to all club presidents and club presidents-elect in January and February.  

 

The incredible lineup of speakers includes:

* Mia Farrow, actress, polio survivor, UNICEP Goodwill Ambassador
* Dr. Jane Goodall, primatologist, humanitarian, UN Messenger of Peace 

* Tom Henderson,  Rotarian, founder of ShelterBox
* Deepa Willingham, Rotarian, founder of PACE Universal
* Desmond Tutu, Archbishop Emeritus and Nobel Prize Laureate, at the Rotary 
      World
 Peace Symposium
 
The entertainment includes:

* Mezzo-soprano Katherine Jenkins
* The Lord Mayor's Grand Reunion Breakfast (now open to club presidents!)
* Medieval Spectacular at Warwick Castle
* The Birmingham Royal Ballet
* Treorchy Male Choir
* East Meets West Variety Show
 

Please watch the RI Web site (www.rotary.org/convention) and especially the "promoting conventions" link for more details.
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AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
District Governor Elect Dennis McEvoy and the Rotary District 6740 College of Governors announce that this year Rotary District 6740 will offer an Ambassadorial Scholarship to be awarded for study abroad during the academic year of 2010-11.  

 

This process starts with the receipt of applications from qualified scholar candidates by 01 July 2009.  The completed application, including the fully completed sponsoring Rotary Club's endorsement page, should be sent to C. Dale Elifrits, PDG, 19 Brandywine Court, Highland Heights, Kentucky 41076.  
 
Applicant interviews will be scheduled during August and September in order to select the award recipient and notify The Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholarship program office by 15 October 2009.  The approved scholar's travel will then occur during 2010-11 as dictated by the academic year plan of the institution where the scholar will study. 

 

Applicants must have permanent residence in District 6740 and be endorsed and sponsored by a Rotary Club in District 6740. An applicant may currently be attending college outside of the District as long as the person's permanent address is within the District.  

 

This is an award of US$23,000 for either a twelve month period or a twenty-four month period of study at an institution of higher education with which The Rotary Foundation has or will establish a program for Ambassadorial Scholar study and is located in a foreign country.  The scholar is not assured of receiving a degree via this program.  The scholar is expected to be an ambassador from District 6740 to the Rotary Clubs in the area of the chosen college or university and to the area's communities.  This may include being an ambassador to the Rotary International District in which the college or university is located.  Additionally, the scholar is expected to participate in District 6740 programming after the study abroad in order to complete the cultural exchange back from the foreign locale to this District.

 

For further information, visit these sites on the Rotary International World Wide Web site, www.rotary.org:
 

The Rotary Foundation Educational Programs Information for Rotary Clubs, Club Officers, and Rotarians:
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/AmbassadorialScholarships/
ages/ridefault.aspx
 

Ambassadorial Scholar Program Guide for Rotarians and Applicants:
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/012en.pdf
This site provides a wide range of information about the Ambassadorial Scholarship.

 

Ambassadorial Scholar Program Applications form download for applicants including Club President's endorsement page:
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/139en.pdf  

This site contains what the scholar applicant needs for completion of the application.

 

Notes to Sponsoring Rotary Clubs:  Please note that the sponsoring Rotary Club is fully expected to identify a Rotarian who will serve as the scholar's "Sponsor/Counselor" before the club endorsement form is completed. Sponsoring Rotary clubs should screen applicants with respect to their backgrounds and their academic records regarding the applicant's expectations for admission to their target colleges or universities while studying abroad.  If the applicant anticipates entering the college or university at the graduate level, this generally requires at least a 3.000 (4.000 scale) grade point average for all previous college-level credit.  

 

Also, please note the date of 01 July 2009 as the last day for submitting the completed application.  The completion of the application is largely the responsibility of the applicant.  However, assistance by the sponsor/counselor is encouraged. 

 

The work of the District selection committee is facilitated by receipt of the entire packet in one mailing from the sponsoring club representative or the applicant, except for the official college transcripts.  These must either be sent directly to PDG Elifrits from the respective college or university Registrar's office(s) or included in a sealed official university or college Registrar's Office envelope(s) with the application materials.  

 

Should any person have questions please contact C. Dale Elifrits at home/eveining telephone 859.441.9997.
 
 

 

 

Somerset connects with New Zealand
The Rotary Club of Somerset's Club Service Chairman Wendell Lyon recently presented his home club with a banner from the Kumeo, New Zealand Club.  Wendell was in New Zealand for his son's wedding.  As a guest, Wendell enjoyed his role as an "ambassador" for his club.  Pictured is Lyon and AG John Adams. 
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Berea Rotary Celebrates 50th Anniversary!
The Berea Rotary Club would like to invite all of its sister clubs in District 6740 to celebrate their 50th year milestone on September 4 at 6 pm in Fellowship Hall of the Berea Baptist Church at 310 Chestnut St.  Entertainment for the evening is the fabulous nationally-recognized "Penny Loafers" who will provide musical entertainment and comedy.  The price is $20 per person which includes a deluxe catered meal. 

 

 

Greetings from District 3070
DG Vinod Sharma and PDG Suresh Chaudry from District 3070 in northern India wish to convey their best to all Rotarians in District 6740.  They are very appreciative of the new-born infant project as well as many other projects supported by District 6740.  DG Sharma and PDG Chaudry would like to share a few pictures of the equipment which was sent to 20 hospitals in Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir, as well as Himachal Pradesh, all in northern India.  Thank you District 6740 for helping "Make Dream Real"!

 

[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[image: image11.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Georgetown Rotary  hosts dynamic speakers
Meetings at the Georgetown Rotary are always filled with interesting and informative presenters.  On April 14, Rotarian David Livingston introduced his college friend, David Combs (below right), as guest speaker.  Both Livingston and Combs graduated from Georgetown College.  David joined a life insurance society, Woodmens of the World, and after 17 years with the group, is currently its area manager, where he sells careers instead of selling insurance.  Combs likes being in the position of delivering something of value in times of crisis. 

 

Combs says that Woodsmen of the World has parallels to Rotary, with goals of improving [image: image12.jpg]


the lives of people.  As an "insurance society" when a person buys a policy, he becomes a member.  Rather than paying dividends to shareholders, the members receive refunds of their insurance.  Groups of members, called "lodges", cooperate with schools and are a major distributor of American flags.  

 

Woodsmen have a portable planetarium, a big tent which they use to teach children about the universe.  They also have a youth camp for children 8 -15 years of age which costs only $50 for a week of camping.  The camp has a rappelling tower, rock-climbing wall, and a swimming pool.

 

Woodsmen share an affiliation with the American Red Cross and respond quickly to natural disasters.

 

In addition, Woodsmen have a "Join Hands Day" where Woodsmen join with another organization for a day of public service.  They also partner with Habitat for Humanity and build a house each year. 

 

At the club's April 14 meeting, Rotarian Katy Prather introduced Christel Blackburn (below right) who is the Government Affairs Director for the Lexington-Bluegrass Association of Realtors.  Christel presented sales charts on a 10 county area.  The charts showed that in 2008, compared to 2007, Scott County had slightly lower inventory in spite of slower sales, and that homes (measured by the Housing Affordability Index) are somewhat more affordable.  
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The number of days on market for homes is about 9, more than it was in 2007. Scott County housing prices are almost unchanged, although the other county prices have fallen about 4 or 5%.  Bourbon County had the greatest house price decline of around 12%.  The housing market around Georgetown has not "fallen off a cliff".  Houses continue to sell and qualified buyers can still get loans at good prices.
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Jacquie Peterson, Director of Marketing at Georgetown Community Hospital, is the Georgetown Rotary's newest member.  Jacquie (left) earned a BA from Centre College and an MBA from Eastern Kentukcky University.  She and husband Ricky have a two year old daugher, Kate.  Jacquie's hobbies include sports and reading mysteries.

 

 

 

 

 

Rotarian Frank Mason (right) recently showed club members several videos on the worldwide [image: image15.jpg]


activities of the Rotary Foundation.  The videos, prepared by RI, were well-done and very interesting.  There were novel ideas, such as a club from the USA which has teamed up with Heifer International to provide cows to families in Romania.  Rotary is also partnering with the Bill Gates Foundation to provide health initiatives in Africa. The idea of teaming with other non-profit organizations outside Rotary opens new possibilities that many clubs have not considered before.  

 

Frank also distributed "TRF-Direct" flyers telling how members can set up automatic donations to the Rotary Foundation via credit cards or electronic funds transfers.
  

 

At the April 28 club meeting, Rotarian Diane Newcomb introduced Kim Sweazy, a Specialist in Community Relations at TMMK, as guest speaker. Kim (below) presented the "Golden Rules of Fundraising".  
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Many people hesitate to get involved in fundraising because they think it is like begging. But, assures Kim, fundraising is NOT begging.  Many people don't give because they haven't been asked.  Good activities need money to operate, and it is normal for people to donate to causes that they wish to support. Organizations might need to re-consider how they are attempting to raise money. Kim quoted a show host, "If you keep doing what you've always done, you'll keep getting what you've always gotten."

 

Decide who your target audience is, and decide what fundraising activity fits your cause.  Brainstorm to create a program, a budget, and a timeline.  Develop answers to questions that you are likely to be asked.  What will it cost your group to do the program?  Will it be worth the time and cost to the members?  Is there a mandatory number of tickets to be sold?

 

Kim offered eight ways to ask for donations - the most effective ways are by personal contact, or through phone, e-mail, or mail, in which you have a personal relationship with the giver.  Mass media advertising is expensive.  It may not be worth the cost.

 

Remember to thank your donors several times throughout the year.  Don't always ask for donations in every communication, but stay fresh in their minds.  When you meet your donors personally, you might ask them for advice - they might have good ideas for you and it gets them involved with you and your organization.

 

 

 

 

Florence Rotary hosts 3rd Annual Rotary Foundation Dinner
On April 2, members and guests of the Florence Rotary gathered at the Turfway Club for its third annual Foundation Dinner. The Gala, begun under the stewardship of PP Gary Stewart, celebrates the mission of the Rotary Foundation and recognizes the contributions of individual Rotarians.  This year's celebration included the recognition of the 59 Paul Harris Fellows registered from the Florence Club, and the awarding of 11 new Paul Harris Fellowships.  Special guests for the event included District Governor Rakesh Sachdeva and his wife Seema.  

 

Speaking during the dinner, DG Sachdeva reminded the Rotarians and guests of Rotary's continuing commitment to eradicate Polio.  He commended the Florence Rotary for its outstanding efforts in raising funds for the Foundation, and encouraged Rotarians to continue the fight until Polio is a distant memory, found only in history books.

 

The Paul Harris Fellowship is named for Paul Harris, who founded Rotary with three business associates in Chicago in 1905.  The Fellowship was established in his honor to express appreciation for a contribution of $1000 to the humanitarian and educational programs of the Rotary Foundation. The mission of the Rotary Foundation is to enable Rotarians to advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace through the improvement of health, the support of education, and the alleviation of poverty.

 

The new Paul Harris Fellows recognized at the dinner are Reagan Salyers Barker, Ryan McEvoy, Ed Colina, Kim Bunger, Jesse Shipp, Lauren Ide, Charles "Chuck" Seal, Lynne Cole,  Bill Hendy, Billy Santos, and Sue Chesnut.
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Rotary DG Rakesh Sachdeva(right) addresses Rotarians at the Annual Foundation Dinner.
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DG Sachdeva and his wife Seema, along with DG Elect Dennis McEvoy and his wife Myra, enjoy the festivities.
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William (Billy) Santos
receives his Paul Harris Award fromn DG Sachdeva.
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Florence Rotary members Mike Crane, Gary Stewart, Dennis McEvoy and Gary Griesser are proud Paul Harris Fellows.
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Paul Harris Fellows from the Florence Rotary include Etienne Badillo, Marie-Louise Paddock, Shona Schulkers, Greg Palmer, Casey McEvoy, Ed Ide, Molly McEvoy Boh, Randy Poe, John Salyers, Jack Lundy, and Ron Swanson. 
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Rotarian John Salyers with the granddaughter Reagan Salyers Barker, the youngest  recipient of a Paul Harris Fellow and the future of Rotary. 

Carlisle Rotary's Exchange Student tours Eastern US
YE Coordinator John Zinc wants to share with his fellow Rotarians an article written [image: image23.jpg]


by Youth Exchange student Phillippe Fournier-Murphy from Toulouse,France.  These are Phillippe's insights about his recent trip to New York, Washington, and Boston. 

 

March 20th, 2009.  Definitely not a day as any other day. The weather is good.  The air is filled with happiness, joy, and comfort, and my heart sings the tune of the cozy adventure for which I have prepared during the week.  Washington, DC, the capital, home of Duke Ellington and Al Gore, Marvin Gaye and Patrick Patterson. Yes, I am impressed.  I have been there before. I enjoyed it.  Then will come New York City.  Ah. . . New York. The skyscrapers, admirable bars of a gilded prison. The Statue of Liberty, a present of freedom from the outside world, a trophy proudly standing against the waves, proof of an eternal battle against tyranny. Fifth Avenue and its luxury stores. Central Park and its urban squirrels. Times Square and its legendary billboards, singing the praises of consumption.  New York City, here I come.  

 

And then, when we would have seen enough of New York to be able to pass its skyline without a glance, then it will be time for Boston.  I am a little bit Irish, although I have never been to Ireland. But I know I will feel like home.  This will be MY city simply because my blood is tainted with green. Niagara Falls will come next, although I have been warned: "Do not expect too much on the American side, the Canadian one is better".  I delegate my anticipation to the judgment of a Kentuckian who has probably never been there.  But, for an American to admit that the Canadian feature is better than the American one, the gap must be huge. Therefore, I believe what I'm told.

 

I was thrilled at the idea of seeing some of my foreign friends again. Exchange students from all over the world. I met some of them before, but our friendships are inevitable. We are lost in this ocean of unknown.  We hang together, strong and proud of our native countries, as attested by the dozens of flags, lifted with pride in front of the Lincoln Memorial or the White House, behavior which I do not approve, along with hundreds of American tourists, alarmed by those unknown European, Latin American, and Asian standards that decorate their symbolic monuments. 

 

Washington is beautiful, calm. I have been told, by some statistics fanatic friend of mine, D.C. is one of the most dangerous places to be in the U.S.  Well, it doesn't look anything like that, and I quickly forget about the warning.  Thank you careless mind  Thank you for allowing me to enjoy the city without always seeking the villain who wants to stick his knife in my heart and hook my goods.  This dangerous place leaves me alone, or should I say I leave her alone, after laying down my revolutionary French eyes on her.  Washington, D.C., capital of the first world power, democracy of the democracies.  More than ever, I feel patriotic,and it is with the scene two of the opera "Das Rheingold" by Richard Wagner that I turn my back on George Washington's obelisk.

 

The White House is soon forgotten, as we head toward New Jersey.  I've waited for three years to see New York again. Not that I particularly enjoyed it the first time, but I am waiting for this little change in my mind that is going to make me love it. That will not happen this time, but perhaps two weeks later, when I take a third bite or the bite apple with the senior class, my mind may take a turn.

 

I have to say that our arrival in Manhattan from New Jersey is quite disappointing.  Three years ago, we arrived at JFK airport and went through Queens, and the skyline appeared, at the last second, majestic. It is not like that at all from New Jersey. But still, we are in New York, and that, alone, is impressive. So, let us rejoice. 

 

Bomb alert at Ellis Island, what a thrill. Then, the Statue of Liberty, gigantic, green. The lady gets old very quickly, especially when a freezing wind is blowing. The heater in the souvenir store is loved and appreciated, and the boat, long expected.  New York is not surprising, a showcase of America, although not the one I've experienced during the last seven months.  City of contrasts, they become absurdities, then platitudes. The look in my eyes is neutral. The hobos of Harlem and Vuitton on Fifth Avenue are only forty streets away from each other, although a whole universe seems to separate them. New York is a little planet, a big apple, with its fruitful juice and its yucky worms.

 

Enough of New York. The headache I got when we arrived there has not left me, and as we leave, I hope Boston will fix my small flutter.  And guess what, it did.  Boston's trees and parks, its streets and buildings, its people and its restaurants.  I fell in love with Boston, just like that girl who would be like any other girl, but would have that little thing, that little plus which would make me choose her, and which would make my heart so selfish it would not share that little thing with my mind, thus I could not tell you what it is.

 

I love Boston. It fills me with happiness and insouciance, hope and satisfaction. I promised myself I will come back here, and not just for two days. Leaving Boston, I feel that flame in my soul that nobody can extinguish, not smothered by the obligations of the trip. The hurried bus tears me away from my Irish feelings, as we head toward Canada. I think to myself that there is no fear to have concerning any possible lack of water in the world as long as Niagara Falls is here.  No worry about empty taps.  When they dry up, then we shall feel concerned.  

 

It is only when we get back on the bus that I realize this was our last stop before Columbus. It is emotionally tough to leave the other exchange students. I can't lie to myself. I know that despite the promises of visiting each other, I will only see a very few again. My trip ends up on a sad note. The tears, the smiles, and the laughs seem so valuable.  God knows why; I feel amazingly good.

 

Conference Clips
In the May and June newsletters, we will post a few of the more interesting and poignant pictures of our District Conference in Pikeville.  We hope that those of you in attendance have fond memories of "The Party in Pikeville", and those of you who were unable to attend will get a sense of the fun and fellowship that pervaded the event. 
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DG Sachdeva, Ambassadorial Scholar Tara McKenzie, PDG Dale Elifrits, AS Merrill Flanary, PDG Julie Boudousquie, and DGE Dennis McEvoy
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Youth Exchange Students included Mateusz Geuglka, Aaron Svarlien and Alex Speaks.
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PDG Dale Elifrits, Jane Bradfield, Pres. Pam Howard (Pikeville), PP Seema Sachdeva, DG Sachdeva, and RI Rep. Bill Bradfield
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Speech Contest winners and VIPs include Max Tagher (2nd place - Florence)

Seema Sachdeva,
Pam Howard,
Adam Handy (1st place - Pikeville),Miranda Small (3rd place - Martin Co.) and 

DG Sachdeva.


	

	We hope you enjoy receiving the Rotary Newsletter each month, and we look forward to hearing about your club projects and other newsworthy information.  Please submit pictures and articles for publication by the third week in each month to jeanne@setel.com. 
 
Yours in the spirit of Rotary, 
Jeanne W. Clark
Newsletter Editor 
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